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To be known and read” by all. . . .
Plaudits
Perspective Digest is a great inspiration and mind challenger. Furthermore, I really appreciate your
updating and printing C. Mervin
Maxwells “Tares in the Church Garden” Those of us who ministered
from the 1950s on can relate to this
article and the struggle with changes
during 1970-2002 (contemporary
liberalism). We need to keep growing, but not at the cost of abandoning the distinctives that created this
movement and will finish it under
the Holy Spirit.
I also read the articles in JATS.
Profound scholarship and contemporary applications from great
thinking and adequate research. It
gives me much intellectual and spiritual stimulus and satisfaction.
Duane H.
Hegstad, you are one of my
favorite writers. The Lord bless you.
Jessie S.
Since writing you about my belief
that pets will be resurrected, I discovered a book titled Will My Pet Go
to Heaven? by Steve Wohlberg, who
has made a deep study of this topic

from the Scriptures. Steve is a former evangelist in the Texas Conference and has been affiliated also
with Amazing Facts. I invested in a
copy ($9.95), which is becoming a
nationwide best-seller. It is being
featured on USA Radio, with 1,400
affiliate stations. Billy Graham heard
of it, and it is being aired in Decisions
Today, on 155 affiliate stations. I’ve
heard both Focus on the Family and
Oprah are into it. Pet Talk America
radio network is featuring it.
For further information, see
http://www.petheaven.info (steve@
petheaven.info) or write him directly
at the Texas Media Center, Box
330489, Ft. Worth, TX 76163.
Somehow, I haven’t gotten over
losing Newman. He seemed such a
saintly cat. Reckon he should be
“catonized”? No doubt the Lord has
a Newman-sized crown awaiting
him.
Jeannie Dalrymple
Portland, Oregon
A Feminine God?
I found the article from Hershel
Shanks interesting. I believe we also
see a feminine God at one point in
the Song of Solomon. Understanding Solomon to be a type of Christ
and his bride to be, the church will

Published by Digital Commons @ Andrews4 University, 2003

1

Perspective Digest, Vol. 8 [2003], No. 3, Art. 14
E

P

I

S

T

finally claim victory as an army with
banners (Song of Songs 6:10). Thus
it is reasonable to recognize scenes in
the book as elements in the larger
picture of Christ and his church.
In chapter 3:10, 11, we see
Solomon on a portable throne being
crowned by his mother. This points
us to Daniel 7, where, at the conclusion of the judgment of verse 10, the
Son of Man is taken before the
Ancient of Days, where (vs. 13) he is
granted the kingdom of those whose
names were found written in the
book (chap. 13; 12:1).
The union of Christ with those
who truly love him is seen as a marriage in the story of the 10 virgins
(Matt. 25:1-13). Whereas in the Book
of Daniel, Christ is crowned by his
Father, the Ancient of Days, in the
Song of Songs, Solomons mother
crowns him. Thus it is appropriate to
see the Holy One in the symbol of a
mother who crowns her beloved Son.
Ted Wade
Via e-mail: tedw@andrews.edu
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• The Lord’s Prayer: 66 words.
• Archimedes’ Principle: 67 words.
• The Ten Commandments: 179
words.
• The Gettysburg Address: 286
words.
• The Declaration of Independence: 1,300 words.
• The U.S. Government regulations
on the sale of cabbage: 26,911 words.
Dagmar R. Henney
Via e-mail: dhenney@juno.com
• They say I’m a man of words.
I may know words— and I do!
But what you’ve sent leaves me
speechless.
That is my tribute to you. (27
words)— R.R.H.
An Adventist Identity Crisis?
The article by Raymond Holmes
“Are Adventists Suffering an Identity
Crisis?” was indeed insightful and
thought-provoking. If the author
intended to mean growing pains, I’d
say, Amen!
I have observed many favorable
changes since I accepted my Lord as
personal Saviour 63 years ago. Might
I list a few of them:
1. Less legalism. Obedience follows if the commitment is real.
2. The gospel now has pre-eminence with a more reasonable position of prophecy, health-style, the

How’s That Again?
I thought your readers would
enjoy the following, which came to
me headed “Perspective.”
• Pythagorean theorem: 24 words.
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Sabbath, state of the dead, and the
Ten Commandments—our distinctives.
3. We communicate with nonSeventh-day Adventist Christians [in
a manner] productive of improved
relations. We are not on the defensive as we used to be. Our evangelical friends generally recognize that
we hold to the basic doctrines of
true Christianity—trustworthiness,
supremacy of the Holy Scriptures,
the deity of Christ, the Trinity, and
that we are saved by faith alone,
through grace alone. We have
obscured these essentials in the past
with the emphasis on distinctives
that really do not save a lost sinner.
4. There is a greater recognition
of the many contributions our evangelical brethren have made, especially in the field of hymnody. Our
Adventist Hymnal is at least 95 percent evangelical in its source.
5. Formerly, it was a rarity to find
an Adventist having assurance of salvation. Now, 50 percent are so
blessed.
6. The position of Ellen G. White
and her writings are more realistically positioned, not overshadowing
Holy Scripture.
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Yes, in certain respects we have
lost our identity. With Jesus as our
central theme, I can expect even
more significant changes. Maybe
there will be an Adventist Bach, an
Adventist Fanny Crosby, an Adventist Handel, an Adventist Charles
Haddon Spurgeon, or even an
Adventist Billy Graham. Our God is
in control.
Our new identity must be pleasing our Lord.
Yours because of Calvary’s grace,
Paul W. Jackson
Wallingford, Pennsylvania
PURR-tinent InFURmation
First of all, we are cat lovers and
grieve with you over the loss of Newman. You can never find another to
take his place, but will you appoint
another to be trained to follow in
Newmans paw prints?
Enclosed is our check to renew
PD. Keep on track!
Friends and avid readers,
George and Nancy Smith
(No address)
* As you’ve likely seen by now,
Newman is back exercising his feline
rights to nine lives. (See page 63.)
And as readers can observe, he’s lost
none of his sagacity (he loves words
you have to look up) nor his irasciContinued on page 62
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Continued from page 6

ble facade, under which beats the
heart of a frustrated author. But,
though we love him, we couldn’t
give him the 10 pages he requested.
Meanwhile, cat trainer extraordinaire Jeannie Dalrymple is seeking
evidence of Newman’s genes in his
cousin, Hemingway.—R.R.H.
I greatly enjoy Perspective Digest.
I’d like to see an article on the
church’s languishing literature program. For over a century of literature evangelists, there was not only a
substantial influx of members into
the church, but also a massive
tithe/offering, wills/legacies inflow
into the church treasury, a benefit
many church leaders have not considered.
The Lord, who knows the end
from the beginning, ordained the
canvassing work. Of it, he said, ccAs
long as probation continues, there
will be opportunity for the canvasser
to work” ( Testimonies, Vol. 6, p. 21
[1900]).
On another matter: I knew Jan
Paulsen while living in Europe, and
have a great deal of confidence in
him. The church can be thankful

God placed him in leadership during this most challenging hour in
church history.
Bruce M. Wickwire, Sr.
Via e-mail: Bawickwire@juno.com
I enjoy each issue of JATS and PD.
I would like to see an article on what
members of CATS [the collegiate
ATS) are doing. For example, Marla
Samaan, a student at Andrews University, just came back from Nairobi
with other students who took field
school under Robert Folkenberg.
Wow! Each student had to hold his or
her own series. I think there were
about 15 students and some U.S. pastors who held 20 or so meetings.
Thousands were baptized. How did
Marla do? She brought 189 people to
Christ as she worked with local laymen. Another 120 or so are in preparation to be baptized within a few
weeks, giving a total of 300!
Norman Gulley
Collegedale, Tennessee
• We’re hoping to have an article
ready for the next PD. One of the
most exciting and heartening youth
ventures in the history of the Adventist Church is now being written
by our youth. Praise the Lord!—
R.R.H.
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